A comparative evaluation of daptomycin and eight other antimicrobial agents was performed by the agar dilution technique with 56 strains of vancomycin-resistant gram-positive bacteria, including Leuconostoc, Lactobacillus, and Pediococcus spp. Erythromycin, daptomycin, clindamycin, and gentamicin exhibited the greatest activities, whereas penicillin, ampicillin, and cefotaxime showed moderate activities. The organisms were all highly resistant to vancomycin and cefoxitin.
incubation at 35°C in a 5 to 7% CO2 atmosphere, since some strains exhibited poor growth in an ambient atmosphere. For all strains, lactobacillus Mann, Rogosa, and Sharpe (MRS) broth (Difco Laboratories, Detroit, Mich.) was used to achieve the active growing phase, and the final inoculum dilutions were performed in sterile deionized water.
Susceptibilities of the V-R isolates to the agents tested in this study are shown in Tables 1 and 2 . All of the organisms were highly resistant to vancomycin and cefoxitin. In contrast, erythromycin, clindamycin, and gentamicin were quite active, with more than 90% of the strains being susceptible to each of these agents. The MICs of daptomycin ranged from 0.125 to 2.0 jig/ml for all the genera. Penicillin, ampicillin, and cefotaxime showed moderate activities.
Although all the MICs reported in this study were obtained by the agar dilution method described above, comparative studies were performed on 32 representative strains by using both an agar dilution technique with unsupplemented Mueller-Hinton II agar and the disk diffusion method (9) . When unsupplemented media were used, the MICs were identical (59.4%) or differed by only 1 dilution (39.5%). The differences resulted in no very major or major errors and only 8.3% minor errors when interpretive standards for categories were compared by the criteria used for grampositive bacteria (8) . When categorical disk diffusion results (9) obtained from Mueller-Hinton agar supplemented with 5% sheep blood were tabulated, 0.4% very major, 0% major, and 13.7% minor discrepancies were observed.
The results of this study indicate that V-R gram-positive bacteria are susceptible to a number of agents, including erythromycin, clindamycin, daptomycin, and gentamicin. Our results for Leuconostoc spp. were similar to those obtained by Buu-Hoi and co-workers ( On the basis of these limited data, it appears that disk diffusion studies or agar dilution methods with unsupplemented media could be used to provide presumptive susceptibility information.
